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FACE TO FACE

An idiom is a combination of words that have a figurative meaning owing
to its common usage. An idiom's figurative meaning is separate from the
literal meaning. There are thousands of idioms and they occur frequently in
all languages. There are estimated to be at least twenty-five thousand
idiomatic expressions in the English language.

Also an idiom is a phrase where the words together have a meaning that
is different from the dictionary definitions of the individual words. In another
definition, an idiom is a speech form or an expression of a given language that
is peculiar to itself grammatically or cannot be understood from the individual
meanings of its elements. Most of English idioms are informal.
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Lesson 1

to get in/to get on : to enter or to board a vehicle
to get in is used for cars, to get on is used for all other forms of transportation.
- It's easiest to get in the car from the driver's side. The door on the other side doesn't work well.
- I always get on the bus to work at 34th Street.
Al by S 4 G5 lgw b 0B 3y 2 GAD Jlgw | oD Jlgw
S ¢ lad aiile 4l Jaylusy JIS! bs 4y i lges (51,2 TO ZET ON g 098 0 olitiusl cyaile 43 0l Jlgus (61,5 TO gt N
"u"%jﬂ 3 Lo.:.;‘,h 3
&S ai 5 g 611’ L) oo yd el Gadle Sl easily Cows 5l a5 o)‘f-.s’jui'

e ol g oI VE LS 50 IS s ay 58, gl ddan (o -

to get out of/to get off : to leave or to descend from a vehicle
to get out of is used for cars, to get off 'is used for all other forms of transportation.
- Why don't we stop and get out of the car for a while?
- Helen got off the train at the 42nd Street terminal.
Al dliwg SO 5 ad el b 90,5 S, seyad ool /ad ooly
alis Jlos nlo sl t0 get off 5 5ga o oolitul (pesile 5l ad ooly sl tO get out of
S sas 03l (redle 5l (e sl g S g0 By [ -
b 0ol U 51 aIFY Ll Jlee s o Helen-

to put on : to place on oneself (usually said of clothes) (S)
- Mary put on her coat and left the room.
- Put your hat on before you leave the house.
(ol o5 Jad) (9 cn ooliusl bl sy Yoona) icsonide
25 Sy 9y 361 g a3, 225 Mary-
e 9y CaMS (S5 S g i aSCy) I -



| 106 700 Essential Idioms in English

L 50 Ll egf

to take off : to remove (usually said of clothes) (S)
- John fook off his jacket as he entered the office.
- Take your sweater off. The room is very warm.
(o o B) (395 g0 0alizsl ol (sl Ygane) 105850 (y95m
855150 1y utalS Al 31 ol a5l ame 4 JOBD -

a0,8 s 561 ko 50 95 ©ysk-

to call up : to telephone (also: to give someone a call ) (S)
to call can be used instead of to call up, as in the first example below.
- [ forgot to call up Mr. Jones yesterday. I'd better call him now.
- Call me up tomorrow, Jane. We'll arrange a time to have lunch together.
- I promise to give you a call as soon as I arrive in New York.
(=S & 35 55 izpon) (0,5 AL 10305 55
ol Jle awsle wgiy solinal call up gl wilgs » Call
w55 Al G OV 0y iz S35 JOMES (BT 4 35 Bgel 5 59,00 e -
gt o0 L g ol 45 05 gualys asie | Sloj S Lo JANE )5 5 oge 103 -
it S S S g0 w2 Al A & pis S8 -

to turn on: to start or cause to function (also: to switch on) (S)
- Please furn on the light; it's too dark in here.
- Do you know who turned the air conditioning on?
(o oz ) (0355 pibg) irizead) (b ez O33N LI @ Sl 359,5" (rdgy
A5 (s Lial 08 (b 9 e il -
$3,5 (rB9) 35 A8 o5 47 SS9 —

to turn off : to cause to stop functioning ( also: to switch off, to shut off ) (S)
Turn on and turn off, as well as their related forms, are used for things that flow, such as
electricity, water, gas, etc.
- Please turn off the light when you leave the room.
- Are you really listening to the radio, or should I turn it off?
(o Tz JB) (3,5 Ghgals (8,5 (Bgals 10nizmen) iz obiwnl I 51 el 158,57 Shgals
A5l ol 45 0y g 38 T aten iUl asile oo slp Lyl 4 as e 5 aslive JUsdl pizmes o tUrn off s Turn on
g g0 o3l

05 Ghaals gy e (5 (a5 5 5 G145 saBge lalad -
008 itigels ilyiige b (5 o0 95 20, & (sl Ludly g5 -



LESSON 1 1

right away: very soon; immediately ( also : at once )
- Dad says that dinner will be ready right away, so we'd better wash our hands and set the table.
- Tell Will to come to my office right away. 1 must see him immediately.
- Stop playing that loud music at once!
(homizpon) 1158 1395 Lo 9
(T 95 40 9 e 9igaliund 0 )l my Adhs o0lol @y pes (i Pl 4S04 -
e 59 Wb Sl p 198 4 g Wl o
oS adab 1198 9, K390 gl -
to pick up: to lift from the floor, table, etc., with one's fingers (S)
- Harry picked up the newspaper that was on the front doorstep.
- Could you pick your toy up before someone falls over it?
(o oz () LSl 5l ool b o by o 5) (bl sl
oy 092 55 olr oSk 59, 45, 4alizy, Harry -
Sl cain gl (59, (oS 4S5l S8 oy S Ssgye (g0 -

e

sooner or later: eventually, after a period of time
- If you study English seriously, sooner or later you'll become fluent.
- I'm too tired to do my homework now; I'm sure I'll do it sooner or later.
o 0395 S 5l ams bisles 1095 b 3) 0,5VL
wen Olgy 55 05Vl (Gott (Suz Djpo 4y g eSS 5 45T -
e Optalonl 0,5V itolae cye splains LS nilIS5 ol plogl gl oY1 oy =

to get up: to arise, to rise from a bed
For the last definition a noun phrase must separate the verb and particle.
- Carlo gets up at seven o'clock every morning.
- At what time should we gef the children up tomorrow?
lss 5 oS aile b Glos 5l ot il
(b3 Jlie 0le) 35 oz o 511, adlsl By 5 b syl ool S lee 5 5T (sline (sl
Ao o Yeelo mes 39, ,» Carlo -
Sl )Mo g lodzs il (285 4z o8-

at first: in the beginning, original
- At first English was difficult for him, but later he made great progress.
- I thought at first that it was Sheila calling, but then I realized that it was Betty.

lazyl e adgl ozl yo
255 (60b3 Syt Tatms Jy 390 s 3l ouealSSl 2 -
ot Betty poogd (an Jg 4500 K3y oyl Sheila po )5 55 2l -
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EXERCISES
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556 8B og i

%" A. Choose the appropriate idiomatic expression to substitute for the italicized word or
words in each sentence below.
1. His alarm clock is always set for six o'clock. He arises at the same time every day.

a. putson b. gets up c. turns off

2. She telephoned her friend to tell him about the meeting. They decided to drive there
together.

a. called up b. took off c. turned on
3. It's 4 P.M. now, and this important letter must be mailed today. Can you take it to
the post office immediately?

a. sooner or later b. right away c. at first

4. Be sure to switch off the light before you leave the house.
a. to get off b. to take off c. to turn off

5. Pat placed her new hat on her head while looking in the mirror.
a. gets on b. put on c. picked up

6. Remove your jacket and sit down for a few minutes.
a. Take off b. Get on c. Turn on

7.1 want to stay unmarried for a while, but I hope to get married eventually.

a. at first b. right away c. sooner or later
8. In the beginning 1 thought that it was Bob who was in the car.

a. At first b. At once c. To get on
9. He boarded the bus at Broadway and 79th Street.

a. picked up b. got on c. got off

10. John zook the pencil with his fingers and began to write a note.
a. picked up b. got off c. turned on

B. Fill in each blank with the appropriate form of an idiomatic expression from this
unit.

Jean's alarm clock makes a loud ringing noise. She the alarm clock immediately
after it rings each morning. However, she doesn't rise from bed . She waits a few
minutes before she

Jean enjoys lying in bed for a while, but she gets up. Then she the
bedroom light and goes to her closet. She her pajamas and her work

clothes.
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Lesson 2

to dress up: to wear formal clothes, to dress very nicely
- We should definitely dress up to go to the theater.
- You don't have to dress up for Mike's party.
Ooede Sed (S paediey ooy ol 1035 e
sz e U 4 o8 awly by akad L -

s s MK Sgage auly (s ju00 o5 -

at last: finally, after a long time
- We waited for hours and then the train arrived at last.
- Now that I am sixteen, at last I can drive my parents' car.
sk Se jl sy plosil 0,53
gy a8 0,3Vl b gy lazie baceels (sl Lo -

93 35 pially Hudle migi oo 0,5YL ot pllo o3 3Ls a5 Yo -

as usual : as is the general case, as is typical
- George is late for class as usual. This seems to happen every day.
- As usual, Dora received first prize in the swimming contest. It's the third consecutive year
that she has won.
Jsone sob & ifpone 3.1
ALiss o, o Gl ol A s 5 s WS s odegl 0 Jgers b GeOTZE -
oAb 0y 45 dad yuw Cudy Jlo crmeges ol (28,5 55 Jsl onle Lt <o, 0 DOTa Jgere Gubo -



LESSON 2

to find out : get information about, to determine (S)

This idiom is separable only when a pronoun is used, as in the second example.
- Will you please try to find out what time the airplane arrives?

- I'll call right now to find it out.

OO & ST Sze 5> Sledlbl cunS s paetd

55 Jle aiile g osliial jead S a5 Conl 0l laz BB Slej b Jeb ol
oy o0 Lolsd oaBgn 4> 45 ()b Cowd & SN gy 25 (onms kel adra -
oty 9) 4dB 4 00 S35 QY e -

5
o Y

'3‘5113-*’

to look at : give one's attention to; to watch
- The teacher told us to look at the blackboard and not at our books.
- I like to walk along a country road at night and look at the stars.
ooS Lalas by o8 cds
.(Mﬁoo@d}:‘é’g)s)owuﬁswo&j)o@ﬁﬁﬁmow@-
S ol oo, lius 4y 9 0 pod (pliwyy ool Job 40 plSim o pols Casgo -

to look for : to try to find, to search for
An adverb phrase such as all over can be put between the verb and preposition, as in the
second example. However, the idiom cannot be separated by a noun or pronoun
- He's spent over an hour looking for the pen that he lost.
- So there you are! We've looked all over for you.
0555 g w8l 9 (o 1S iy JLS
ool g 4 Wil oo Jxd aiz ,0 pg0 Jlie aile g ools 18 adlil Gy g Jad oy il oo ALl OVET wtile gud & )le SO
258 e oo 5l sees b
03,5 (Bl o8 g3 JLis (i B po el Sy I ey ol -
et IS o) b des Lol gloxts] g -

all right: acceptable, fine; yes, okay
This idiom can also be spelled alright in informal usage.
- He said that it would be all right to wait in her office until she returned.
- Do you want me to turn off the TV? Alright, if you insist.
0K o)1 5 o5 0,1 b Joi3
9l oo ALDG v alright ooy g oslainl o &jle ol
00,5 31 hyi88 s il U digey Yot ol KA i ol -

Joed sl (S jlpel 51908 Bgals 9) g2 09l SlgP o0 00 S 95 -
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all along : all the time, from the beginning (without change)
- She knew all along that we'd never agree with his plan.
- You're smiling! Did you know all along that I'd give you a birthday present?
GeedS 5999) Jgl 51 et pled e plas
)5 peblets Cliblye Sty b 55,0 Lo 4 Candgd oo kel plaT 45 ol -
P g G0 S plyt o0 &5 (Fudgd oo Do il ple 5 Ligiisn wiskd (sl g5 -

little by little : gradually, slowly (also: step by step )
- Karen's health seems to be improving little by little.
- If you study regularly each day, step by step your vocabulary will increase.
(a8 438, spiman) (ool @ )5 & 2pS 05) Pl Moy
(Ao yig) 43S g0 Cdytn ojls Bley Blas dw oo Hhai 4 Karen ole gog-
Abon pS,50 i opls 43 b, oS dalllan iy 5, 0 45T -

to tire out : to make very weary due to difficult conditions or hard effort (also: to wear out ) (S)
- The hot weather tired out the runners in the marathon.
- Does studying for final exams wear you out? It makes me feel worn out!
(055 & 10pmizzan) Sb; (I 9 Cduas daylpd bl ) (50,5 i Sl 10,5 du
2,8 A Sl oil)le jo 1) O gd )5 (sla -
55 2t Stus Gulas] e ada el gl ST oo Slatas Sl Slloiel auly asys LT -

to call on : to ask for a response from; to visit (also: to drop in on)
- Jose didn't know the answer when the teacher called on him.
- Last night several friends called on us at our home.
- Why don't we drop in on Sally a little later?
(035 o owizeen) 53,5 OB b 3ls 13 ol 5,50
s 18 llas 5590 gigl tuolas 45 g 0ty Candgl g, wlg> JOSE -
A30,S SlBMe gy Lo oygedig 50 Cawgo U iz clyo -

S o SANY ) 0y 05 S 15 -

never mind : don't be concerned about it; ignore what was just said
- When he spilled his drink on my coat, I said, "Never mind. It needs to be cleaned anyway."
- So you weren't listening to me again. Never mind; it wasn't important.
JLs ot o S (S o0t £ LS (01,5 1l Q1S o> (S Shgal b
€AD g0 A il &0 b 0 (B (RSP (IS (e Sy 035 (59 9) eyl gl 4 (el -

0955 s LS 0 )lag3 (5315 ged BT (e 41 g (g -



LESSON 2

B |

EXERCISES

Bl
Ho g s

A. Choose the appropriate idiomatic expression to substitute for the italicized word or
words in each sentence below. Idioms from previous lessons are indicated by number.
1. Nan is #rying to find the purse that she lost yesterday.

a. looking for b. looking at c. finding out

2. As is typical, Doug is late for the meeting.
a. As usual b. All along c. At last

3. Were you able to determine what his occupation is?
a. to pick up (Lesson 1) b. to call on c. to find out

4.1 am very weary after all that physical exercise today.
a. never mind b. turned off (Lesson 1) c. tired out

5. John's mother knew that he wasn't telling the truth from the beginning.
a. little by little b. all right c. all along

6. Some old friends of mine visited us last night.
a. called up (Lesson 1) b. wore out c. called on

7. Eventually, Mario will be able to speak English better than he does now.
a. At last b. Sooner or later (Lesson 1)  ¢. Never mind

8. Is it acceptable for Mary to borrow our car for a few hours?
a. step by step b. all right c. right away (Lesson 1)

9. Would you please give your attention to me while I'm talking?
a. wear out b. look at c. dress up

10. They waited for forty-five minutes until finally the waiter brought their food.
a. at first (Lesson 1) b. little by little c. at last

B. Fill in each blank with the appropriate form of an idiomatic expression from this unit only.

Bob: Jim, should we for the party tonight?

Jim: No, informal clothes are fine I'm my shoes. Have you seen them?
Bob: No. Did you check that closet by the front door?

Jim: Of course, I did! Gosh, my legs hurt. I'm really from playing so much soccer today.
Bob: What did you say?

Jim: Oh, . It wasn't important.

Bob: Sorry, I'm the TV news. It's about the robbery.

Jim: Have the police who stole the million dollars?

Bob: No, they haven't.

Jim: I've found my shoes! They were in that closet by the door!

Bob: I told you so!

Lae
(e
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Lesson 3

to pick out : to choose, to select (S)
- Ann picked out a good book to give to her brother as a graduation gift.
- Johnny, if you want me to buy you a toy, then pick one out now.
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to take one's (my, his, your, etc.) time : to do without rush, not to hurry
This idiom is often used in the imperative form. (See the first example.)
- There's no need to hurry doing those exercises. Take your time.
- William never works rapidly. He always takes his time in everything that he does.
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to talk over : to discuss or consider a situation with others (S)
- We talked over Carlo's plan to install an air conditioner in the room, but we couldn't reach
a decision.
- Before I accepted the new job offer, | falked the matter over with my wife.
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to lie down : to place oneself in a flat position, to recline
- If you are tired, why don't you /ie down for an hour or so?
- The doctor says that Grace must /ie down and rest for a short time every afternoon.
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to stand up : to rise from a sitting or lying position (also: to get up )
- When the president entered the room, everyone stood up.
- Suzy, stop rolling around on the floor; gef up now.
(b azly sopiomon) LS50 b aass cdl> 5l ad asly spad waly
W) A.Z.Lg Aot OB élﬁ" é)b 90 ey as gsa&i.ﬁ -

b 0ty GV (et S i 55 (0 (S35 00 e Suzy —

to sit down : to be seated (also: to take a seat )
- We sat down on the park bench and watched the children play.
- There aren't any more chairs, but you can take a seat on the floor.
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all (day, week, month, year) long : the entire day, week, month, year
- I've been working on my income tax forms all day long. 1've hardly had time to eat.
- It's been raining all week long. We haven't seen the sun since last Monday.
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by oneself : alone, without assistance
- Francis translated that French novel by himself. No one helped him.
- Paula likes to walk through the woods by herself, but her brother prefers to walk with a
companion.
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